
 

 
October 2024 Newsletter 

Our Mission 
The Friends of Codorus State Park is an all-volunteer, non-profit group working to improve the park to 

provide recreational and educational opportunities for current and future generations. 
                

 

In This Newsletter:  

➢ Coming Soon  
o Fall Park Cleanup Day 
o Art in the Park 
o Codorus Trick or Treat 
o Member Appreciation Dinner 
o Breakfast with Santa 

➢ What Already Happened 
o Paddle for the Park 
o Hanover Chili Cookoff 
o ABATE Donation 

➢ New Environmental Education 
Specialist  

➢ Replacement Clothing Program 
➢ Your Volunteer Hours Count 
➢ Your FOCSP Leaders 
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Codorus Trick or Treat  

Date: October 25 and 26, 2024 from 
6:30pm to 9pm.  
 
Plans for the event are shaping up nicely:   

• All campsites in C and D loop are 
reserved providing about 100 
spooktacular displays for the visitors 
to enjoy as the kids trick or treat along 
the way. 

• Food vendors will be offering a variety 
of menus including pizza, soft pretzel 
sandwiches, funnel cakes, French fries 
and pulled pork sandwiches. 

• Smokey the Bear will be interacting 
with the crowd.  And the Southern York County Forest Fire Crew and Hanover Area Fire and Rescue will 
be sharing important safety tips to the kids. 

• “Big Bill” Pero will again play music in the vendor area where the kids have fun dancing! 
 
Aside from the actual event: 

• The park educators have an amazing line up of fun 
things to do: 
1. Crafts for the kids and ghost tales by campfire.  
2. Self-guided activities that families can enjoy in 

their own time such as a nature reflections card 
hike, a storybook trail, and a loot leaf scavenger 
hunt.  (Wow! Thanks Renae and Kelsey!)  

3. And we will be providing a fun activity called, 
“Find Your Boo!” offering a small prize with a 
random drawing for those who complete it.  

• The annual Halloween Pet Parade will be held on 
Saturday, October 26 at 11 am. The pets, mostly 
dogs, are typically dressed up in the cutest 
Halloween costumes! 
1. Registration starts at 10 am at Pavilion 1. 
2. From the pavilion, entrants parade around C and D loops.  
3. Along the way, spectators drop money into bags carried by the entrant's owners. 
4. After the parade, all the money is counted and submitted for a donation to Animal Rescue, Inc, a 

local animal rescue.  
5. There are random prizes, and each entrant receives a treat bag.  

 
Volunteers: 
The dedicated CTOT volunteer team has been doing this event for a long time. They know what to do and do 
it well.  BUT they still need a helping hand with: 

• Providing trucks and trailers on Saturday, October 19 at 9 am for hauling items to the set-up locations. 



 
• Providing trucks and trailers on Sunday, October 27 at 9 am for hauling items back to storage. This is 

needed more often than set-up hauling! 

• Tearing down on Sunday, October 27! Even a few hours are appreciated. Start time is 8 am. If you 
come later than 8 am, that’s totally fine!  

• Bringing desserts and side dishes for our volunteer meals. Drop off at the yurt, site #122 in C loop by 11 
am, Mon – Fri, October 21 – 25. 

• Sharing our event and ticket info with family and friends so they are sure to get tickets in time. They do 
sell out.  https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctot.html 

 
If you’d like to join our team, email us at:  codorustreats@gmail.com or call Kathy at 717-476-1630. Thank 
you!  The Bealings. 

                
 

 

 
 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2024 

 
ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING AND 

APPRECIATION DINNER 
AT THE CONWAY-RUNKLE ANNEX 

 
INVITATIONS TO BE FORTHCOMING 

TO ALL MEMBERS WITH UP-TO-
DATE DUES.  

 
(Not sure if your dues are up to 

date, please e-mail Mike Rottmund 
at mike@codorusfriends.org) 

 

https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctot.html
mailto:codorustreats@gmail.com


 

What Already Happened 

Paddle For The Park 

Held Saturday, July 13, 9:00 am to noon 

This was the 3rd year for the event, and it 

was a great success!  With 44 registered 

participants and a few walk-ins, it was a 

beautiful day to be out on the water on a 

kayak, canoe or stand-up paddle board!  A 

game of "Go Fish" is played with each 

participant starting with 5 cards, then 

paddling to 5 docks to gather their best 

"Go Fish" hand.  Prizes were awarded for 

the best hand, as well as 

multiple giveaways. Denise Markle 

Many thanks to our sponsors: 

✓ Berkshire Hathaway Realty 
✓ Chrissy Barrick Team 
✓ Lark 
✓ Life Source Water Services 
✓ Lowe's 
✓ Wildlife Watchers 

 
 

                
 

Hanover Chili Cookoff 
On Sunday September 1st, our group 
participated in the Hanover Chili cookoff. For 
many years, the Friends have taken care of 
the trash and made sure the event grounds 
were clean. In return, the cookoff committee 
has made a sizable donation to our group. 
This year fifteen members worked a total of 
82 two hours. I would like to thank our 
members for volunteering at this event. 
Donald Eichelberger 

 

https://www.thechrissiebarrickteam.com/
https://www.thechrissiebarrickteam.com/
https://www.larkgifts.com/
https://lifesourcewaterservice.net/


 

ABATE of Maryland donated 

$3,000 in goods purchased on an 
Amazon Wishlist created by Renae 
Weidner. The list was for materials 
to be used in Renae’s environmental 
education programs in the park.  A 
presentation of the items was made 
to the park on July 16th. 

 

 

 

 
                

 

New Environmental Education Specialist at Codorus State Park  

It was a busy time of year, July 4th weekend at the park, and I 

found my interviewee while I was between programs teaching 

kids and adults all about Pennsylvania’s state bug – the 

lightning bug!   

Kelsey Pledger is the latest addition to the Codorus State Park 

Environmental Education team.  She is a local girl having 

attended Gettysburg High School and currently living in 

Fairfield.  She received a degree from Robert Morris University 

in Media Arts but then found another calling whereby she 

continued her education at HACC in Environmental Sciences.   

Being outside is turning out to be her true love.  Kelsey grew 

up near Michaux and has fond memories of the forest which 

led her to take part in DCNR’s PA Outdoor Corps.  Her start with 

state parks began in 2021 at Cowans Gap State Park where she 

worked in a clerical position and moved into an EES 

(Environmental Education Specialist).      

Presently she loves helping with the Library Along the Lake programs for the little tikes, enjoying the 

pontoon boat rides, was surprised at the size of our Friends group, and jumped right in for our ECO event 

in June.  Another one of Kelsey’s hobbies is foraging and she is working on her certification to be a PA 

Master Naturalist. 

Welcome Kelsey to Codorus State Park!  We know you’re going to love it here! Renae Weidner. 

                



 

Replacement Clothing Program 
 

The FOCSP has a new program for members that would like to replace a clothing item that they were 
rewarded with in the past. Members may purchase the replacement item at cost once a year and receive it 
at the Annual Member Appreciation Dinner.   
 
Members should contact the Ellen Oaster at ellen@codorusfriends.org to request a replacement. Ellen will 
then complete a Reward Replacement Form and present it to the Board for approval of the request. Please 
send your request to Ellen by October 28th. 

                

Your Volunteer Hours Count 
 

As you may know, the total hours that the FOCSP reports are submitted to 
the DCNR’s headquarters. Importantly, the reported hours directly affect 
the budget that the park managers receive from the DCNR. Reporting 
your hours, then, benefits the park.  So, please be diligent in recording 
and reporting your hours.  Volunteer hours include all the hours spent 
volunteering in the park, at home working on FOCSP projects, and travel 
time to and from the park for a volunteer activity. A form is available to 
make it easy for you to record your time.  The form is available here.  
 
Turning your form in monthly is helpful, as the request for the hours from DCNR headquarters may 
come at any point throughout the year.  If submitting monthly is not possible, please send the form 
when it is full. Hand in the form either at the Park Office; email it to john@codorusfriends.org; or mail 
it to Friends of Codorus State Park, Attn: John Kelley, 1066 Blooming Grove Road, Hanover, PA 17331.  
 
And remember, when your volunteer hours reach a reward “milestone”, you get an earned reward. 
✓ 50 hours - Tee shirt 
✓ 100 - Hat or visor 
✓ 250 - Golf shirt 
✓ 500 - Jacket 
✓ 750 - Sweatshirt 

✓ 1000 - Wind shirt 
✓ 1500 - Name on plaque 
✓ 1750 - Tote 
✓ 2000 - Blanket 
✓ 2250 - Can Cooler 

✓ 2500 – Jacket 
✓ 3000 – Lifetime 

Membership

               
 

Your FOCSP Leaders 
• Frank Kozak, President 

• Suzanne Gamber, Vice President 

• Denise Markle, Secretary 

• Mike Rottmund, Accounts Payable 

• Jerry Boxman, Accounts Receivable 

• Don Eichelberger, Director 

• Gordon Lillich, Director 

• Ellen Oaster, Director 

• Mindy Rottmund, Director  

Contact Frank Kozak at frank@codorusfriends.org or (717) 451-3635 if you have any questions about 
the FOCSP or its activities. 

                

This newsletter is a publication of the Friends of Codorus State Park. Questions or comments about the content of this newsletter can 

be sent via email to contact@codorusfriends.org. 

mailto:ellen@codorusfriends.org
https://friendsofthecodorus.sharepoint.com/sites/friendsofcodorus/Shared%20Documents/40.0%20Membership/40.10%20Database/Volunteer%20Hours%20Record.docx?web=1
mailto:john@codorusfriends.org

