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President’s Message 
The year 2025 has already been filled with engaging activities and community events at Codorus State Park and its 
surroundings. It began with the 1st Day Hikes on January 1, offering a refreshing start to the year. Then, the Maple 
Syrup Program captivated participants from January to March, showcasing the sweet tradition tied to seasonal 
changes. Many thanks to Renae Weidner, Codorus State Park Environmental Education Specialist, who led the 
presentations, and the long list of FOCSP volunteers that cooked 809 gallons of sap down to 61 gallons of wonderful 
syrup.  

April and May brought events that included the Easter Egg Scramble, the Outpost Camp Store's reopening, and Art 
in the Park. Thanks are due here for the leaders of these respective activities; Alice Myers, Keith Taylor, and Brittany 
Severt. 



 
As the calendar moves forward, the focus shifts to summer events. The Experience Codorus Outdoors event in June 
promises to gather families and nature lovers for creative, educational, and recreational fun. The yeoman work to 
plan, prepare, and run ECO is passionately and diligently lead by Brad Bealing. July will feature Paddle for the Park, a 
delightful outdoor water activity aimed at supporting the park's initiatives. 

Looking further into 2025, the fall and winter months hold just as many activities. October shines with seasonal 
highlights like the Codorus Trick or Treat, the Halloween Pet Parade, and community-focused park clean-ups. As the 
year wraps up, the Veterans Memorial Service in November will honor those who served, and the festive Breakfast 
with Santa in December will spread holiday cheer.  

These events continue to build a sense of togetherness and appreciation for the park and its vibrant community. I 
am so thankful to all who strive throughout the year, and over the years, to make the park a sought-after 
destination. They, the volunteers, working in partnership with park personnel, helped to make Codorus State Park 
one of the best, if not the best, state park in Pennsylvania. (Not that I am biased in any way.)  

 

Friends of Codorus State Park Calendar 
Event 2025 Dates and Times Location 

Experience Codorus Outdoors Setup June 5 and 6, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Main Launch/Bandshell Area 

Experience Codorus Outdoors 
Jun 7, 11;00 am to 6:00 pm 

Jun 8, 11:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Main Launch/Bandshell Area 

Paddle for the Park 
July 12, 9:00 am to noon, rain 
date July 13 

Main Launch 

Night Out August 5, 6:00 pm 
Emory H. Markle Middle School, 225 
Bowman Road 

Duck Blind Drawing August 16, 8:00 to 11:00 am Main Launch 

Hanover Chili Cook-off Clean-up August 31, 9:00 am to 6:00 pm Moul Field in Hanover 

Park Clean-up Day October 11, 9:00 am to noon TBD 

Codorus Trick or Treat Set up October 18 - 24, 8:00am Campground and Bus Parking Area 

Codorus Trick or Treat October 24 & 25, 6:30 to 9:00 pm Campground and Bus Parking Area 

Halloween Pet Parade October 25, 11:00 am,  Pavilion 1; Registration starts at 10:00 am 

CTOT Tear Down October 26, 8:00 am  Campground and Bus Parking Area 

Outpost Camp Store Closes  November 1, 8:30 pm Campground Entrance 

Veterans Memorial Service November 8, 11:00 am Veterans Memorial 

Member’s Appreciation Dinner and 
Annual Meeting 

November 13, 5:30 pm Dub’s Church Annex 

Breakfast with Santa December 13, 9:00 to 11:00 am Dub’s Church Annex 

 

View calendar:  https://www.codorusfriends.org/focsp-calendar.html 

  

https://www.codorusfriends.org/focsp-calendar.html


 

Cool Things Happening Soon 

 

ECO: Experience Codorus Outdoors Is just around the corner.  This is a major fundraising event for 

the State Park, please help keep Codorus lively and beautiful!  If you can help us, here are some ways: 
 
• Set up, Share in the Fun or Tear down event!  Be a Volunteer 
• Come to the Event!  Ticket to attend!   Ticket 
• Donations are ALWAYS appreciated!  Donate 

 
This year we will have the ever popular Kids Zone, Local Bands, Axe Throwing, Interactive Nature Exhibits, Rock 
Climbing Wall, Outdoor Games- for families and kids of all ages, NEW this year -Toy Parachute Launcher!, Ryan the 
Bug Man, Planetarium, Kite Flying, Fun in the Dirt and Sand, Nature Challenges, Fishing, Dunk Tank, Obstacle 
Course, many Craft Vendors and Food Trucks! 
 

Bring your families - kids, grandchildren, neighbors and friends!!   

Let’s Experience Codorus State Park! 

 

 

 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQo4wBvmYqH8Cu0GCnaqbaaqq8Vo2OGAT2e2ceXNnyvwD1Sg/viewform
https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/friends-of-codorus-state-park/experience-codorus-outdoors-2025-eco
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=frURIQzhKVxINS5nqKFOgLaPs0gpfDlIQMuszM0LbhrrXzZ1VtImfmlfgaVz7pTYNdXoX5H-HJBh0e3p


 

Paddle for the Park - Emily Doll and Denise Markle, Leaders 

The 4th annual Paddle for the Park event at Codorus State Park will take place on July 12th, 2025!  

Bring your kayak, canoe, or paddleboard to explore the lake and play a round of 'Go Fish' collecting cards at 
each of the marked docks within the allotted time.  

Registration is required for each participant, $20 per adult and $10 for children under the age of 13.  

The event will start at 9:00am at the main boat launch and will conclude by 12:00pm. Prizes will be awarded 
for the best hand of cards and multiple giveaways will be provided by our sponsors. In the event of poor 
weather, the event will be postponed until the next day, Sunday, July 13th, at the same times.  

Hope to see you there!  

 

HALLOWEEN in May? You bet your broomstick! 

Just when you thought May was all sunshine and flowers, out pop the Halloween crazies, cackling with glee for the 
Codorus Trick or Treat (CTOT) fundraiser set for October 24 and 25! 

Since April 15, campsite reservations have been flying off the shelves faster than a witch on a broomstick.  One third 
of the sites have already been snatched up!   

• Know someone who lives for the spooky season and loves to camp? Point them to this link for all the eerie 
details: https://www.codorusfriends.org/campers.html 

• Spooky sponsorship opportunities are also now available!  Visit: 
https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctotspon.html  

• And don’t forget to get your tickets before they disappear!  https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/friends-of-
codorus-state-park/2025-ctot 

The CTOT volunteers are having a great time brewing up some absolutely fang-tastic plans!  If you want to join our 
spooktacular team, call Kathy at 717-476-1630 or email: codorustreats@gmail.com 

All CTOT event details can be found HERE 

Have a bewitching summer!  Kathy and Brad Bealing 

 

 

Cool Things That Have Happened 

Easter Egg Scramble - Alice Myers, Leader 
Friday, April 18th, was a gorgeous day for the FOCSP’s Annual Easter Egg Scramble.  
The scramble was held at Pavilions 1 and 2, both of which were stocked with plenty of 

crafts for children to enjoy. As they arrived, 
the children were greeted by the Easter 
Bunny (aka Mindy Rottmund) and given 
goody bags with chocolate, snacks, and 
coupons from local businesses.  

Some children arrived right at the start of 
the event at 4:00 to have an hour in the 
craft pavilions. Others came to give them a 
lot of time to play on the lawn and listen 
to the music which was provided by DJ 
Chris.  

https://www.codorusfriends.org/campers.html
https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctotspon.html
https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/friends-of-codorus-state-park/2025-ctot
https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/friends-of-codorus-state-park/2025-ctot
mailto:codorustreats@gmail.com
https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctot.html


 
 Many of the children enjoyed talking with the Park Environmental Specialist Kelsey to learn about all kinds of 
wildlife that inhabit the park.  

At 5:00, it was time to gather the eggs that had been spread across 
the field by our volunteers.  Four age groups participated, with each 
group gathering their eggs very quickly from the field.  After getting 

the word to “go”, all the 
eggs seemingly 
disappeared in a flash. 
After the last age group 
scrambled, everyone 
pitched in to collect the 
eggs for use next year. Then, it was time to say good-bye to the Easter 
Bunny. 

Many thanks to Alice Myers, who ran an awesome community event, 
and to all the volunteers who helped stuff 100s of eggs, set up the 
scramble area, and ensure that the scramble was a fun event for the 
little ones.  

 

Spring Clean-up – Angie Binick, Leader 

On Saturday, April 5th, FOCSP hosted its 
annual spring clean-up. A total of 74 
volunteers picked up garbage, raked 
leaves, and pruned vegetation around 
Codorus State Park. Additionally, 11 
volunteers from the Jefferson Sportsman 
Club picked up trash along Route 216 as 
part of an ongoing Adopt-A-Highway 
initiative. Their efforts beautified the park 
and removed copious quantities of 
garbage from habitat areas, helping the 
park remain an appealing and healthy 
community space. 

I would like to thank the following people for 
making the spring clean-up a success. 

o Park Environmental Education Specialist 
Renae Weidner, Assistant Park Manager 
Daniel Clark, Park Operations Manager Deanna 
Schall, and the park maintenance department 
for their assistance at all stages of the clean-
up. 

o Suzanne Gamber, Ellen Oaster, Denise Markle, and Engage Church for supplying 
refreshments. 

o Frank Kozak for assisting with equipment. 

o Jolene Wagner of PennDOT provided work gloves, safety vests, and trash bags for the event. 

  



 

Maple Sugaring Program 
This year's program, done in collaboration with Park Education Specialist Renae Weidner, wrapped up on 
March 11th.  Sixty-one gallons of syrup were produced from 809 gallons of sap collected.  Revenue from the 
syrup sale totaled $3,324!  Donations of $192.00 and miscellaneous sales of $503.13, garnered a total of 
$4,019.13. Thanks are due to the members who volunteered to collect and produce the syrup. 

 
Firewood 

The splitting crew started back up on March 31st.  The park maintenance staff brought more logs from the 
winter cutting in the campground; however, the number of logs was about 35% of what was brought over in 
2024.  Nonetheless, a lot of wood has to be cut and split.  We need volunteers, as we have a few less 
volunteers this year due to health issues.   Please consider helping with this fun form of exercise!! We meet 
Mondays behind the Board Room in the maintenance area and Wednesdays at the Outpost in the 
campground at 7:30am. For questions or information, please contact Keith at keith@codorusfriends.org. 
 

Hanover Lions Club 

Suzanne Gamber and Frank Kozak attended a pleasant dinner with 
the Lions Club on April 8th. Following the dinner, another generous 
donation was made to the Friends of Codorus State Park.  The 
Lions Club has been a repeat contributor to our organization for 
five years and each time it seems to grow!    

Thank You Hanover Lions Club!    

 

Art In The Park – Britt Severt, Leader 

Another fabulous day for our 3rd Art in the Park.  We had 14 participants who were guided in a plein air 
atmosphere and Bob Ross technique to the use of acrylics on canvas.  Our returning art teacher extraordinaire 
Britt Severt led the group whilst enjoying the view from the classroom building and beautiful Lake Marburg as 
their subject.  Britt would love to do an autumn themed subject next time so look for news of the next Art in 
the Park event soon!    

Take a look at the works of art and many talented artists below.    

 

 

 

mailto:keith@codorusfriends.org


 

Annual Builder’s Show 

The Friends of Codorus State Park once again took part in The Exchange 
Club’s annual Builder and Garden Show.  This year it was on March 6-

8,2025 and held at the old Dick’s 
store location attached to the 
North Hanover Mall.    

We love to talk to people about 
the variety of events and 
activities in which Friends of 
Codorus State Park is involved 
and we also had maple syrup to 
sell again this year.   

Thanks to those of you able to 
come out and spread the word about our fabulous organization.    

 
 

Give Local York 

Another fabulous year for this annual fundraiser for many non-profits throughout York 
County. Overall, this annual event raised $5.57 million for 319 organizations.    

We are lucky enough to have supporters who contributed to the Friends of Codorus 
State Park in the amount of $1,450.00.   

Thanks again to all who continue to provide monetary support to our group: Brad and Kathy Bealing, Suzanne 
Gamber, Hanover Garden Club, Frank and Heidi Kozak, Jane Lawrence, Linda Lohr, Barbara Matthie, Jason 
McSherry, Peg Custer Moulton, Ellen Oaster, Jennifer Oswald, Michael Renoll, Erin Ricketts, Mike and Mindy 
Rottmund, Sandra Rushton, Samantha Schlitzer, Donald and Edna Sterner, Kaylee Swanson, and Sadie Taylor. 

A special thank you goes to the Hanover Garden Club for its $500.00 donation. 

 

Member participation is an important part of our Friends 
organization. Each year, non-life members are asked to fill out an 
application, along with their dues, and let us know what activities 
they are interested in participating in. It has been quite a long time 
since life members have filled out one of these applications. The 

information in the application helps keep you as a member involved. Later this summer, we will be asking life 
members to fill out an application. This will allow us to update member information. Look for that email later 
this summer. 

As you volunteer this summer or any other time, please report your service 
hours. This helps the park with the funding they receive from DCNR 
headquarters in the future. The form can be found on our website under 
Membership, Benefits of Joining us, at the bottom of the page (Volunteer 
Hours). Completed forms can be submitted to mike@codorusfriends.org. 
Forms can also be dropped off at the Park office. 

As of now our membership list includes 233 names. Of these, 108 are life members and 15 are new for this 
year. Welcome!! 

 

 

https://www.codorusfriends.org/benefits-of-joining-us.html
https://www.codorusfriends.org/uploads/6/4/1/3/6413884/volunteer_hours_record.pdf
https://www.codorusfriends.org/uploads/6/4/1/3/6413884/volunteer_hours_record.pdf
mailto:mike@codorusfriends.org


 

New Park Office Display and Storage Furniture 

Thanks to purchases by FOCSP, the park office has two attractive new display and storage pieces of furniture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Volunteer Hours Count 

FOCSP volunteer hours are reported to DCNR headquarters and impact the 
park's budget. Please record and report all hours, including time spent 
volunteering, working on projects at home, and traveling for park activities. A 
form is available by clicking here to track your time—submit it monthly or when 
complete. Forms can be dropped off at the Park Office, emailed to 
mike@codorusfriends.org, or mailed to Friends of Codorus State Park, Attn: 
Mike Rottmund, 1066 Blooming Grove Road, Hanover, PA 17331. 

And remember, when your volunteer hours reach a reward “milestone,” you get 
an earned reward. 

✓ 50 hours - Tee shirt 
✓ 100 - Hat or visor 
✓ 250 - Golf shirt 
✓ 500 - Jacket 

✓ 750 - Sweatshirt 
✓ 1000 - Wind shirt 
✓ 1500 - Name on plaque 
✓ 1750 - Tote 

✓ 2000 - Blanket 
✓ 2250 - Can Cooler 
✓ 2500 - Jacket 
✓ 3000 - Life Membership

 
 

 

 
 

 

Your FOCSP Leaders 

• Frank Kozak, President 

• Suzanne Gamber, Vice President 

• Denise Markle, Secretary 

• Keith Taylor, Treasurer/Accounts Payable 

• Shell Bethas, Account Receivable 

• Don Eichelberger, Director 

• Ellen Oaster, Director 

• Mike Rottmund, Director  

• Mindy Rottmund, Director 

 

Contact Frank Kozak at frank@codorusfriends.org or (717) 451-3635 if you have any questions about the 

FOCSP or its activities.

This newsletter is a publication of the Friends of Codorus State Park. Questions or comments about the content of this newsletter can 
be sent via email to Frank Kozak at frank@codorusfriends.org. 

 

https://friendsofthecodorus.sharepoint.com/sites/friendsofcodorus/Shared%20Documents/40.0%20Membership/40.10%20Database/Volunteer%20Hours%20Record%20Template.docx?web=1
mailto:frank@codorusfriends.org

