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Remembering Dwight Resh: A Quiet Force Behind the Scenes 

Several members of our group recently attended the funeral of our Past 
President, Dwight Resh. Dwight’s impact on this organization was 
immeasurable—many of his contributions were made quietly, without 
fanfare, behind the scenes. 

I first met Dwight in 2007 while he was serving as a campground host at 
the park. At the time, I was helping Becky Miller sell firewood and ice 
outside the Contact Station. Becky had the idea to launch a family-friendly 
Halloween program for kids, and I quickly got involved. Not surprisingly, 
Dwight was always there, lending a hand as the event grew—and so did 
our stockpile of decorations! 

In 2009, Dwight opened his home to store the decorations – over 500 
luminaries and the life-sized Halloween “people” I had created: Dracula and his bride, witches, pirates, 
princesses, ghouls, zombies, and more. His wife, Vickie, was often startled walking into the garage and 
seeing them all lined up! We laughed every time we loaded them onto Dwight’s trailer to bring them into 
the park—what a sight that must have been for anyone driving by. He especially loved our old lake 
monster, Leroy. 



 
Because his home sat along the Hanover parade route, Dwight also opened his pole building to us 
whenever the Friends had a float entry. It was the perfect spot—right at the start of the parade. 

I remember so many moments with Dwight: asking to borrow his truck and trailer, bringing meals to him 
and Vickie during her illness, typing up documents since computers weren’t his thing, and always spotting 
“Bear,” his loyal dog, nearby. Most of all, I appreciated how fully he supported Brad and me when we took 
on chairing the Halloween event in 2013—now known as Codorus Trick or Treat. 

Dwight was a steady presence, a generous friend, and a quiet leader. His legacy lives on in the events, 
memories, and friendships he helped build.  

In memory of Dwight, a tree will be planted in the park and plaque hung in the Boardroom. 

If you would like to view pictures of Dwight, click on https://www.youtube.com/shorts/2N1PPUtXM7Y. 
Kathy Bealing 

 

Member participation is an important part of our Friends 

organization.  

Each year, Annual Members are asked to fill out an application to 
renew their membership and identify the activities they are interested 
in participating in, send it to us with their dues. The information in the application helps keep you as a 
member involved 

Life Members, however, have not had this opportunity to fill out one of these applications for quite some 
time. So, later this year, we will be asking Life Members to fill out an application. This will allow us to 
update member information. Look for that email later this summer. 

 As you volunteer at any time, please report your service hours. The 
more hours that are reported, the more funding the park receives from 
DCNR headquarters in the future. The form can be found on our website 
under Membership, Benefits of Joining us, at the bottom of the page 
(Volunteer Hours). Completed forms can be submitted to 
mike@codorusfriends.org. Forms can also be dropped off at the Park office. 

As of now our membership list includes 233 names. Of these, 108 are life members and 15 are new for this 
year. Welcome!!  Mike Rottmund 

 

Happening Soon  

Fall Park Cleanup 

The cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, October 11th, from 9:00 am to noon 

• Much work needs to be done at this great park before wintertime. We need 
your help! 

• Meet at Pavilion 1 in the parking lot by the park swimming pool. 
• If you can help for all or part of the day, please email at 

ellen@codorusfriends.org, or just show up and pitch in. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/2N1PPUtXM7Y
https://www.google.com/
https://www.codorusfriends.org/uploads/6/4/1/3/6413884/volunteer_hours_record.pdf
mailto:mike@codorusfriends.org
mailto:ellen@codorusfriends.org


 

 



 

CODORUS TRICK OR TREAT PLANNING 
AND CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

Date: October 24 and 25, 2025 from 6:30pm 
to 9pm.  

EVENT HAPPENINGS – All details HERE 

• Trick or Treat - All 100 sites in C and D 
loop are now reserved. Visitors will 
experience “over-the-top” Halloween 
displays as the kids fill their treat bags 
with candy, thanks to the generosity of 
our participants!   

• Vendors - Food trucks will be offering a 
variety of menus including pizza, soft 
pretzel sandwiches, funnel cakes, 
French fries and pulled pork 
sandwiches.  Jake Albright will be 
demonstrating chain saw carving and 
Brooks Electric will be selling fun light-
up toys! 

• Safety Education - Smokey Bear will be 
interacting with the crowd. And the 
Southern York County Forest Fire Crew 
and Hanover Area Fire and Rescue will 
be sharing important safety tips to the 
kids.  

• Music - “Big Bill” Pero will again play music in the vendor area where the kids have a fun time dancing! 

• Family Activities - The park educators have a busy line-up of fun things to do: a spider hunt, corn husk 
dolls and creepy crawly crafts, plus, self-guided activities - Leaf Loot Scavenger Hunt and a storybook 
stroll.  They’ll also have a “Witches Tent” in the vendor area with fun interactive educational topics.  

• New this year!  We will be incorporating an “Eye Spy” activity with our main display in the vendor 
area, “Witches Gone Wild!”  Visitors look for something that starts with each letter of the alphabet.  
Also, the kids can hunt for ghosts throughout the campground with “Find Your Boo!”  If they find 
them all, they can enter random drawings for prizes. 

• The Halloween Pet Parade will be held on Saturday, October 25 at 11 am. (Registration starts at 10 am 
at Pavilion 1.)  Bring your four-legged friends for a walk around the campground to raise funds for 
Animal Rescue, Inc.  Costumes are encouraged, but not necessary.  Random prize drawings and 
treats for all entrants.  Come as a spectator and support this cause! 

CAN YOU HELP WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?  Volunteer sign up HERE.  

1. Trucks and trailers needed:  

• Saturday, Oct. 18 at 9 am for hauling items to the set-up locations.  

• Sunday, Oct. 26 at 9 am for hauling items back to storage. This is needed more than set-up hauling!    

2.  Tear Down – THIS IS REALLY NEEDED! 

https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctot.html
https://www.codorusfriends.org/contact-us.html


 
• Sunday, Oct. 25. Start time is 8 am. Even just a few hours are appreciated.  If you come later than 8 

am, that’s totally fine!  

3.  Desserts and side dishes needed 

• Volunteer lunches - Drop off at the yurt, site #122 in C loop by 11 am, Mon – Fri, October 20 – 24.   

4.  Help sell tickets:  https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctot.html 

• Share the event and ticket info with family and friends so they are sure to get tickets in time. They 
do sell out.   And, if you’re on Facebook, share our posts! (And that goes for ALL our FOCSP events!) 

5.  Join our fun, hard-working, dedicated team! 

• If you’d like to be a part of the planning and realization of this event, email Brad or Kathy Bealing 
at: codorustreats@gmail.com or call Kathy at 717-476-1630.  Thank you! Kathy Bealing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.codorusfriends.org/ctot.html


 

 

 

 

What’s Happened 
Mother Nature was not a Friend of Codorus’ ECO 2025 this year. Despite 
the weather, we still had over 1,700 folks come out and had a fabulous 
time. Many “thanks” and “We had a good time!” were had by all who 
did attend! 

By supporting the park, participants took advantage of 46 craft vendors, 
live music, ax throwing, fishing, rock wall climbing, geology, 

environmental education, activities for kids, and saw animals and wildlife. Food truck vendors topped off 
the day for lunch and dinner! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW… 

The Friends of Codorus State Park are excited to prepare for next year's ECO event!! Volunteers will be 
needed on Friday, June 12 for SET UP day and the event will be on June 13, from 11am to 6pm and June 
14, from 11pm-5pm, at the Main Launch area. Can you help set up, work at the event, or bring your 
family?! A wonderful opportunity to create  memories, have fun in the out-of-doors and enjoy our state 
park! Sign up begins January 2026!  Feel free to contact us with any questions at ecocodorus@gmail.com.  
Thank you for supporting Codorus State Park with us. Mike Rottmund 

 

mailto:ecocodorus@gmail.com


 

Wood Splitting And Cutting 
The wood crew was busy this season cutting and splitting approximately 37 cords of wood.  Whew!! 
 
We finally got all of the trees cut and split that the park staff had provided from the winter of  2023 – 2024.  In 
October, we will start on the trees that the park staff dropped this past winter, hoping to get caught up before 
trees come in that are dropped this off season.   
 
Unfortunately, crew size is decreasing.  We had to say goodbye to Glen and Shirley Bankert, who were the last 
of the initial wood splitters that had started in 2006.  Age and health have prevented them from continuing 
during the summer.  The current crew is really thankful for their 19 years of service to the crew. We still operate 
one splitter, with Gene, who is 95, still slinging the firewood! 
 
We would welcome new wood crew members with open arms. Please consider joining us! Splitting is done on 
Monday and Wednesday mornings from 7:30 until 12:00, with plenty of breaks.  Even volunteering for the crew 
for a few days during the season is helpful. Keith Taylor 
 
 
Outpost/Campstore 
 
The Outpost/Campstore has had up and down weekend sales, from sales losses of $268.00 on a slow day to 
making $1,480.00 on the busiest day (Memorial Day Saturday).  The good news this year is that we are on track 
to have our highest sale season since opening in 2012.  Prior to Covid, firewood made up 80% of the sales with 
the store having 20%.  With revenue increasing this season, store sales are approximately 50% and firewood 
the other 50%, while there is no real decrease in firewood sales.   
 
Since opening this year, the team has gone from having at least one person manning the store to having at least 
three to cover the operating hours of 2:00 to 8:30 pm.  
 
The team working the Outpost/Campstore has made the volunteering into a fun, social event, while meeting a 
lot of nice campers.  Everyday day when the store is open, some volunteer provides a picnic dinner.  If things 
are slow for park staff, sometime rangers, environmental personnel, and contact station staff stop by to enjoy 
the home cooking.  At the end of summer, we will have a team corn roast picnic with homemade ice cream.  It’s 
a great time for the volunteers to meet others they have not worked with. Keith Taylor 
 
 
National Night Out 

FOCSP volunteers again participated in the National Night Out on August 5th at Emory H. Markle 
Intermediate School. The turnout at the event was great, partly because of the weather. National 
Night Out is an annual, nation-wide community-building campaign that promotes police-community 
partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to 
live. Our volunteers included Jay and Sally Little, Alice Myers, Ellen Oaster, and Kennet Ziviello.  Ellen 
Oaster 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Hanover Chili Cookoff 
On Sunday August 31st, our group participated in 
the Hanover Chili cookoff. For many years, the 
Friends have taken care of the trash and made sure 
the event grounds were clean. In return, the 
cookoff committee has made a sizable donation to 
our group. This year, twelve members worked over 
50 hours. I would like to thank our members for 
volunteering at this event.: Donald Eichelberger, 
Ellen Oaster, Sally Little, Jay Little, Heidi Kozak, 
Frank Kozak, Bob Larsen, Keith Taylor, Gordy Lillich, 
Ryan Frock, and Leanna Frock. Frank Kozak 

 

 

Invasives Removal Project 

Led by Angie Binick, the Invasive Plant 
Removal Team logged over 113 hours so 
far this year, removing invasive plant 
species across many areas in the park. 
The volunteers on the team this year 
included Angie, Theresa Smith, Craig 
Liskow, Cara Smith, Andrew Risk, Kelly 
Sterner-Flynn, Mike Hoke, Christy Hunt, 
Elizabet Bupp, Michael Sterner-Flynn, 
Donna Smith, Robin Williams, and 
Hotchner Bamberger. 

The list of species removed includes 
Callery Pear, Shrub Honeysuckle, 
Multiflora Rose, Autumn Olive, Japanese 
Honeysuckle, Black Locust, Asiatic 
Bittersweet, Golden Bamboo, Garlic Mustard, Fortune’s Spindle, Greater Celandine, Lesser Celandine, Mile-
A-Minute, Poison Hemlock, Tree-Of-Heaven, Border Privet, Persian Silk Tree, and Purple Loosestrife. 

Angie continued striving to improve her knowledge about invasives species and their removal by taking two 
online courses offered by the Penn State Extension, “Landscape Safety: Pesticides” and “Pesticides Hazards 
and First Aid”. In September, Angie also completed Pennsylvania Forest Steward training with the James C. 
Finley Center for Private Forests at Penn State. 

The Invasive Plant Removal Team is gearing up to remove shrubs, vines, and small trees the park this fall. 
The campground amphitheater, native wildflower meadow, and Rummel farm site are among the locations 
where the crew will work in late 2025 and early 2026. 

Tackling invasive species is no small feat—it’s a demanding. Many thanks to the Invasives Removal Team for 
working to restore and protect the park’s natural habitats. Their work makes a lasting difference!  

If you would like to join the Invasives Removal Team, contact Angie at angie@codorusfriends.org. Frank 

 

mailto:angie@codorusfriends.org


 

Your Volunteer Hours Count 

FOCSP volunteer hours are reported to DCNR headquarters and impact 

the park's budget. Please record and report all hours, including time 

spent volunteering, working on projects at home, and traveling for park 

activities. A form is available to track your time—submit it monthly or 

when complete. The form is available by clicking here. Forms can be 

dropped off at the Park Office, emailed to mike@codorusfriends.org, or 

mailed to Friends of Codorus State Park, Attn: Mike Rottnund, 1066 

Blooming Grove Road, Hanover, PA 17331. 

 

And remember, when your volunteer hours reach a reward “milestone”, you get an earned reward. 
✓ 50 hours - Tee shirt 
✓ 100 - Hat or visor 
✓ 250 - Golf shirt 
✓ 500 - Jacket 
✓ 750 - Sweatshirt 

✓ 1000 - Wind shirt 
✓ 1500 - Name on plaque 
✓ 1750 - Tote 
✓ 2000 - Blanket 
✓ 2250 - Can Cooler 

✓ 2500 - Jacket 
✓ 3000 - Lifetime 

Membership

 

 
 
 

 
 

Just a Note 

While the majority of the revenue from our fundraising events and the Outpost go to fund projects in the 
park, the FOCSP also helps the park staff in other ways.  For example, with the state budget not being 
passed, we assisted with keeping the swimming pool open for the Labor Day weekend and keeping three of 
the seven mowers functional for grass mowing. Our commitment to supporting park operations and 
enhancing the visitor experience is ongoing, particularly in challenging times. 

 

Your FOCSP Leaders 

• Frank Kozak, President 

• Suzanne Gamber, Vice President 

• Denise Markle, Secretary 

• Keith Taylor, Treasurer/Accounts Payable 

• Shell Bethas, Account Receivable 

• Don Eichelberger, Director 

• Ellen Oaster, Director 

• Mike Rottmund, Director  

• Mindy Rottmund, Director 

 

Contact Frank Kozak at frank@codorusfriends.org or (717) 451-3635 if you have any questions about 

the FOCSP or its activities. 

This newsletter is a publication of the Friends of Codorus State Park. Questions or comments about the content 

of this newsletter can be sent via email to Frank Kozak at frank@codorusfriends.org. 

https://friendsofthecodorus.sharepoint.com/sites/friendsofcodorus/Shared%20Documents/40.0%20Membership/40.10%20Database/Volunteer%20Hours%20Record%20Template.docx?web=1
mailto:frank@codorusfriends.%20org

