
 

 
October 2023 NewsleƩer 

For your reading pleasure in this newsleƩer: 
 Cool Stuff That is Happening Soon

o Annual Thanksgiving Dinner and Membership Meeting 
o Breakfast with Santa 

 Cool Stuff That Has Already Happened
o Codorus Trick or Treat 
o Paddle for the Park 
o Archaeological Camp 
o Park Cleanup Day
o Friends Donate "Clean" Addition to the Park  

 Park Management Update 
 Your Volunteer Hours Count 
 Your FOCSP Leaders

 

 

Cool Stuff Happening Soon 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner and Membership 
MeeƟng   
Thursday, November 16, 2023, at 5:30 PM 

LocaƟon - Conway-Runkle Annex of Dubs Church 

Do not forget to pre-register for this event by sending 
your check (postmarked by November 1st) for $15.00 per 
person to: 

Friends of Codorus State Park 
AƩn:  Thanksgiving Dinner 
1066 Blooming Grove Road 
Hanover, PA   17331 



 
A classic Thanksgiving meal will be provided (and your check returned to you upon arrival that evening). 
Please bring a side dish and/or dessert to share.   

Any quesƟons, please contact suzanne@codorusfriends.org or 717-476-5072. 

Santa’s Coming for Breakfast! 

Saturday, December 9th at 9:00 AM 

LocaƟon - Conway-Runkle Annex at Dubs Church 

Children 12 and under free  

DonaƟon:  Adults $1.00 

Breakfast will include pancakes, sausage, donuts, fruit, juice and 
coffee. Holiday craŌs for the kids to make and a small giŌ from Santa 
for each child. 

 

 

 

Cool Things That Have Happened 
 

Codorus Trick or Treat  
Codorus Trick or Treat 
(CTOT) was held Friday 
and Saturday, October 20 
and 21, 2023 between 
6:30 pm and 9 pm in the 
park campground. It was 
another enormous 
success, despite the 
weather! Tickets sold out 
early. All campsites were 
full. Families and friends 
went trick or treaƟng through displays that were beyond 
imaginaƟon: pirate ships, dragons, singing pumpkins and ghosts, 
banjo playing skeletons, a pumpkin patch walkway, humorous 

tombstones, a “Newville” display, towering grim reapers... we can go on and on!  

Our visitors could also get a bite to eat at the food court and 
jam with the DJ on Saturday night. During the day, campers 
could test their skill with self-guided acƟviƟes like geocaching 
and a scavenger hunt or aƩend nature programs provided by 
the park Environmental EducaƟon Specialist, Renee Weidner.  



 
None of this would have been possible without our 
dedicated and determined team of volunteers, 
support from the park staff, the mind-blowing 
enthusiasm from the campers and businesses, and 
the generosity of our supporters. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you! Be sure to check out pictures on the 
website. hƩps://www.codorusfriends.org/ctot.html 

Mark your calendars for next year’s CTOT fundraiser 
to be held Friday and Saturday, October 25 and 26, 2024. 

Brad and Kathy Bealing, CTOT Co-Chairs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paddle for the Park  
Saturday, September 16th was an enjoyable day 
to play “Go Fish” at the park!  Our paddle was 
held on a beautiful morning with 21 
participants who just love the water. 



 
Paddlers went to five separate locations on the shoreline 
of Lake Marburg to get the best “Go Fish” hand to win 
great prizes donated by sponsors such as F&S Yamaha, 
Dicks Sporting Goods and Lark gift shop. Thanks to 
everyone who participated, and we hope to have this 
event again next year.    
 

 

 

 

Archaeological Camp 
The FOCSP, with Codorus State Park, hosted its first Youth 
Archaeology Camp for ages 9–12 from Monday, June 19th 
to Friday, June 23rd. Students conducted real archaeology 
under local archaeologist Jeri Jones at the former Mary 
Ann Furnace site. Students learned procedures for 
conducƟng an archaeological excavaƟon and how to clean 
and prepare arƟfacts for idenƟficaƟon and report wriƟng. 
The York County History Center conducted a short 
program daily on a topic 
themed to the furnace 
and mining.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Park Cleanup 
Another successful Cleanup Day at the park took place on October 7th. Some 20 volunteers joined in 
the cleanup. The low water level in the lake made for a perfect Ɵme to pick up debris along the 
shore in several areas. The area around the Friend’s Boardroom was also spruced up. A cleanup at 
the Veterans Memorial took place in late September involving removing storm damaged trees and 
tree pruning. At the Memorial, new benches are to be installed in late October. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Friends Donate "Clean" AddiƟon to the Park 

The Friends Group is excited to reveal the park's newest "clean" 
addition!  

On Friday, July 21, 2023, a 2023 John Deere Electric Gator 
purchased by the Friends Group was presented to the park staff. 
This TE 4 x 2 Electric Gator will be used by the campground hosts 
to reduce both emissions and the amount of gasoline used during 
the camping season.  

To make the purchase, the Friends group raised funds through 
various events over the past two years. This donation supports 
the group's mission to help preserve the park and protect the 
environment.  

A full charge will enable a camp host to operate a full day of 
duties checking campsites and cleaning out fire rings. In addition 
to the gator being used by the volunteer campground hosts, it 
will be available for use 
by volunteers and staff at 
the Experience Codorus 
Outdoors and Trick or 
Treat events.  

A special thanks to all of you who have volunteered at events to 
help this purchase come to reality. The gator is housed at the host 
site in Loop B of the campground. The Hosts that are using the 
gator say, “it is fantastic, quiet and can get through the day on a 
full charge with no problem, thanks.” 

 

 

Park Manager’s Update 
As another summer season comes to an end, we all 
take a deep breath as we know our busiest season is 
ending. 

Staffing this year had its ups and downs. Just when 
we thought we might hit full staff, something 
unexpected would slow us down. Maintenance and 
lifeguards are always our biggest struggles. StarƟng in 
January 2024, we will start the process to fill seasonal 
maintenance, clerical, ranger, educaƟon, and 
lifeguard staff. If you know anyone looking, have 
them go to www.employment.pa.gov and sign up for 
noƟces for job openings! 

The Swimming Pool had its fair share of challenges 
again this year. However, aŌer the long wait for 



 
needed parts, our maintenance staff was able to get it operaƟng by mid-June. We were also able to 
hire 18 lifeguards, and thus operated the pool seven days a week with slides through early August 
unƟl the guards began returning to college and high school.  

Two water leaks in the campground affected the full hookup sites. Supply chain issues kept us 
waiƟng for parts for several weeks. Once the parts were received, our maintenance staff quickly 
made the repairs. Despite this and other issues, the campground was full on most weekends, and 
had higher aƩendance during the week as well. 

Two high wind events this summer caused 
extensive damage in the park. The first, in 
July, broke cables on two of the marina 
docks, causing the docks (full of boats) to 
float into the lake. The 80 boat owners who 
had to remove their boats for the season 
were given pro-rated refunds for the 
remainder of the season. Fortunately, a 
project had started two days before this 
incident to make repairs to the docks. 
These repairs will conƟnue through the 
winter. The other high-wind event occurred 
in August, with a confirmed tornado 
touching down not far from the park. This incident leŌ many trees down, snapped off, and limbs 
hanging high in trees throughout the park. Some structures were also damaged by the trees and 
limbs, both in the park and at many of our neighbors surrounding the park. This leŌ many 
campsites unusable for safety reasons unƟl the hazards miƟgated by park staff and volunteers that 
worked diligently to ensure the safety of our visitors. More work on the remaining hazardous trees 
will conƟnue throughout the winter. 

Other ongoing large projects include the bandshell roof replacement which has been bid out and 
awarded. The work should start in the next week or two. The Classroom Building is on the project 
list, and we are waiƟng for it to be bid out soon. 

The Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps (PAOC) worked throughout the park this season including spraying 
of invasive species, maintaining trails, replacing a bridge on the MaryAnn Furnace Trail, installing 
two benches and fence, as well as helping with roof repair work. We look forward to their return 
next year! 

Despite the challenges presented to our staff this year, they all performed extremely well. Our 
Ranger Supervisor, Danica Bange, and her staff dealt with all law enforcement issues without a 
hitch. We did deal with a few major incidents; however, the team handled each one extremely well. 
The EducaƟon Staff, EES Renae Weidner and EIT Amber Fogelsanger, worked extremely hard 
providing wonderful educaƟon opportuniƟes, even recording some of the highest aƩendance 
numbers for programs across the state. Our Maintenance Supervisor, Daniel Clark, and his staff kept 
up with all maintenance responsibiliƟes despite the conƟnuing hiring issues. Lastly, our Clerical Staff 
did an excellent job keeping up with the day-to-day tasks despite being short-staffed, as well as 
handling the complaints they received. 

 



 
Your Volunteer Hours Count 

As you may know, the total hours that the FOCSP reports are submiƩed 
to the DCNR’s headquarters. Importantly, the reported hours directly 
affect the budget that the park managers receive from the DCNR. 
ReporƟng your hours, then, benefits the park.  So, please be diligent in 
recording and reporƟng your hours.  Volunteer hours include all the 
hours spent volunteering in the park, at home working on FOCSP 
projects, and travel Ɵme to and from the park for a volunteer acƟvity. A 
form is available to make it easy for you to record your Ɵme.  The form is available by clicking here.  

Turning your form in monthly is helpful, as the request 
for the hours from DCNR headquarters may come at 
any point throughout the year.  If submiƫng monthly is 
not possible, please send the form when it is full. Hand 
in the form either at the Park Office; email it to 
john@codorusfriends.org; or mail it to Friends of 
Codorus State Park, AƩn: John Kelley, 1066 Blooming 
Grove Road, Hanover, PA 17331.  
 
And remember, when your volunteer hours reach a 
reward “milestone”, you get an earned reward. 

 50 hours - Tee shirt 
 100 - Hat or visor 
 250 - Golf shirt 
 500 - Jacket 

 750 - Sweatshirt 
 1000 - Wind shirt 
 1500 - Name on plaque 
 1750 - Tote 

 2000 - Blanket 
 2250 - Can Cooler 
 2500 - Jacket 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Your FOCSP Leaders 

 Frank Kozak, President 
 Suzanne Gamber, Vice President 
 Deb Hess, Secretary 
 Keith Taylor, Treasurer/Accounts 

Payable 

 
 

 Jerry Boxman, Accounts Receivable 
 Don Eichelberger, Director 
 Gordon Lillich, Director 
 Mike Rottmund, Director  
 Scott Taylor, Director 

 

Contact Frank Kozak at frank@codorusfriends.org or (717) 451-3635 if you have any quesƟons about 
the FOCSP or its acƟviƟes. 

 

 

 



 
A Collage of 2023 InvitaƟons

 

 
 

 

 

This newsleƩer is a publicaƟon of the Friends of Codorus State Park. QuesƟons or comments about the content 
of this newsleƩer can be sent via email to Frank Kozak at frank@codorusfriends.org. 


